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Virtual Observatory:

_{e-Science Implementation in Astronomy

Yang Yang, Cui Chenzhou

National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
100012,China

m Virtual Observatory (VO), the e-Science implementation in Astronomy, is a
data intensive online astronomical research and education environment, taking
advantages of advanced information technologies to achieve seamless and uniform
access to astronomical information. The concept of VO was introduced in late of
1990s to meet challenges brought up with data avalanche in astronomy. In the
paper, current status of International Virtual Observatory Alliance from world wide VO
projects are reviewed, a detail introduction of architecture, data access system and
various services of Chinese Virtual Observatory is given.
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